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AUGUSTINE
1.  Requested Pope to send missionaries to Britain

2.  Augustine sent as missionary. A.D. 596.  
-  Benedictine abbot, not Augustine of Hippo.  He along with 30 others and a priest were sent to England.  He sought Gregory’s advice as to what strategy to take.  Permission from the king. Archbishop of English nation. 

3.  Gregory’s directions established missionary policy 

Gregory the Great: Instructions to the Missionaries

The Letter to Mellitus of 601 

When Almighty God shall bring you to the most reverend Bishop Augustine, our brother, tell him what I have, after mature deliberation on the affairs of the English, determined upon, namely, that the temples of the idols in that nation ought not to be destroyed, but let the idols that are in them be destroyed; let holy water be made and sprinkled in the said temples - let altars be erected, and relics placed. For if those temples are well built, it is requisite that the be converted from the worship of devils to the service of the true God; that the nation, seeing that their temples are not destroyed, may remove error from their hearts and, knowing and adoring the true God, may the more familiarly resort to the places to which they have been accustomed. 

….For there is no doubt that it is impossible to efface every thing at once from their obdurate minds., because he who endeavors to ascend to the highest place rises by degrees or steps and not by leaps. This the Lord made himself known to the people of Israel in Egypt: and yet he allowed them to use the sacrifices which they were wont to offer to the devil in his own worship, commanding them in his sacrifice to kill beasts to the end that, changing their hearts they mad lay aside one part of the sacrifice whilst retained another: that whilest they offered the same beasts which they were wont to offer, they should offer them to God, and not to idols, and thus they would no longer be the same sacrifices. 

In what ways could this be problematic?  

OT?  -- tear em down, don’t baptize em!  

NT? – why, with so many temples, did the church meet in homes?

Pragmatic -- 

VODOO – west African slaves, 18th-19th century brought their paganism with them, and were baptized Roman Catholic when they landed in Haiti and the West Indies.  They practiced one, and harmonized it with the other.  
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Both believe in a supreme being. The Loa resemble Christian Saints, in that they were once people who led exceptional lives, and are usually given a single responsibility or special attribute. [image: image2.png]


Both believe in an afterlife. [image: image3.png]


Both have, as the centerpiece of some of their ceremonies, a ritual sacrifice and consumption of flesh and blood. [image: image4.png]


Both believe in the existence of invisible evil spirits or demons. [image: image5.png]


Followers of Vodun believe that each person has a met tet (master of the head) which corresponds to a Christian's patron saint.
Now, you can go too far in the other extreme,…today for example, out of fear of synthesis, fundamentalists would have you demo everything associated with your old life.  DR> THOMAS!
A.  BONIFACE Boniface (680-754); Apostle to Germany; He thought it his duty to Christianize those countries from which his Anglo-Saxon forefathers had emigrated.


1.  Pope consecrated him as missionary bishop without diocese.  
-  Swore allegiance to Pope alone. He was consecrated as the bishop.  

a.  Gregory’s letter to Boniface 
b.  APOLOGETIC (ACTS17) BENT– in confronting pagans it was Boniface’s job to show superiority of Christianity’s God over pagan gods.  Ask them where their gods are from?  What is their beginning?  The true God has no origin.  Ask them how their gods bring pre-existent universe under their control?  Are there gods still born today?

c.  “Press these questions moderately so pagans will turn out of confusion !” – underhanded!


5.  With aid from Pope and support of Martel, Boniface struck at root of pagan religion.  Magical practices abounded as part of primitive nature worship.
-  Forces of nature were seen as forces of gods.  

a.  At Geismar, Boniface gathered large assembly where sacred oak of Thundergod Thor.  
-  Boniface stripped down to his waist, and chopped down the sacred oak, defying the thunder god to strike him with lightning.  
-  People kept their distance, gust of wind came and the tree fell down.  People were instructed to cut up oak and use it for a new church.  Symbolic fall of pagan practices.  


RESULTS?
6.  For a time, Boniface boldly continued such attacks 
-  Led people in crushing temples, smashing sacred objects.  

7.  Boniface organized monasteries: centers of civilized Christian life.  Most famous was one at Fulda in 744.  

8.  In 746 Boniface made archbishop of Mainz – became ruling German diocese.  He was an outspoken advocate for Roman Christianity.
9.  Finally, in 747 the bishops recognized the jurisdiction of papacy.  
-  Boniface becomes one of the arch supporters of Roman control.  

Masterpiece of missionary strategy. 

Missions to churches, to church government & civil government, finally bringing it under the control of the mother church.  [not self-rule,…but still]
CHRYSOSTOM

Grammatical-historical preacher known for his exegetical and powerful preaching

· Hence the nick name.

· “On several occasions he had to harsly forbid applause of his sermons from his enthusiastic congregation who demanded that he preach more often and longer” – Olson 295
Social outreach and reform
“what senselessness and madness is this!  The church has so many poor standing around it, and has also so many children who are rich; yet she is unable to give relief to one poor person. “One man is hungry, another gets drunk (1 Cor. 11:21); one man defecates in a silver pot, another had not so much as a crust of bread.” - J.N.D Kelly’s Golden Mouth: the Story of JohnChrysostom p.94
Attack ceasaropapism

LED TO HIS DOWNFALL --- compared Empress Eudoxia to Jezebel in 401,…series of exiles and returns,…died in forced march to exile in 406

Maximus

Monothelitism – 
a. Christ is one person with two natures,…but he had only one WILL,…the divine.  
b. Endorsed by the Emperor’s of the East.  
Maximus’ life --- 
a. middle class family, 
b. personal secretary to Emperor Heraclius, 
c. left this to become a monk.
Role –

Hey MAX, could Jesus have sinned?
Answer? Jesus’ human nature was “deified” by the divine, therefore, Jesus had a human will but it was not “free choice”

“Could Jesus have sinned?” gets to the heart of the mystery of the union between Jesus’ divine and human nature.

Significance for EO?

a. theological snippets from fragments of books, debates, oral arguments, etc. that formed the crux of EO.

ICONS
USE – every major church had at least a few to direct the worship and prayers of those in worship,…it was a major industry particularly among mnks

ABUSE – 

Image of Edessa (600) and acheiropoietai (those not made by hands) were repudiated to have miraculous healing powers.
“When Constantinople was attacked by the Avars in 626, Patriarch Sergius had icons of Mary painted on all the gates of the land walls” Brown, Heresies pg. 212
REASONS for anti-icon edict?

Patriarchs Nikephoros and Theophanes say that Leo simply connected natural disasters with divine wrath at sin, and acted accordingly to find and stop the sin and thereby save the Christian Empire.  

attempt at halting the Arab onslaught by mirroring similar edicts by Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik (circa 700), Caliph Omar II (717-20) and Caliph Jezid II (723-724).  

Others say it was an appropriately pastoral move against what had become a thing of magic and superstition amongst the masses.

RESULTS?

1. Iconoclasts sprung up:  argued that pictures of Jesus (in particular) promoted IDOLATRY,…and that PICTURES OF JESUS WERE of necessity NESTORIAN.  
2. Widespread Emperor Sanctioned PERSECUTION

In Thrace, monks were given the choice to marry and break their vows or be blinded.
3. ROME strikes back!  Gregory III (731-741) called a synod which met March 18th, 731 which declared iconoclasm to be a heresy and required those who destroy icons to be excommunicated.  
4. But there was a defender of Icons, who supplied the EO church with a theological justification for them.

JOHN

LIFE – 
a. son of an important Christian official in Arab Damascus,

b. entered the monastery of Mar Saba and became an ordained priest sometime before 726
NICEA II 787

Every election made by a secular magistrate is null.

Canon IV.

That Bishops are to abstain from all receiving of gifts.

Canon VII.

That to churches consecrated without any deposit of the reliques of the Saints, the defect should be made good.

Canon XVI.

That it does not become one in holy orders to be clad in costly apparel.

VLADIMIR 988

4 reps.  Eastern Church had what the Western Church did not,…liturgy and worship in their own language!  

Gave rise to the Onion shaped domes common,…

50 new monstaries appeared by 1100, Xn schools, social services cropped up,…

HISTORIAN “Needham” argues their welfare system was the best in Europe.  

SAVA –  3rd child of King SIMEON,  

Humble, preaching teaching, icons,…let his dad down by becoming a monk,…Dad became a monk later, then died.  Civil war in 1207 led SAVA to return to serve his country.  

Story goes after the civil war they uncovered Simeon’s grace,…and opened it and the sweetest smell arose.  Bones not decaying was a test of sainthood.  This too propelled the movement.  

Why does it matter?

ALEXANDER SOLTZNIZNZ  (Gulag Archipelago, Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich)


Document to the leaders of the Soviet Union  – his anti-communism was written on behalf of the EO church,…and steeped in its ideals that had become part of the warp and whoof of Russia’s identity.    

He called for a return to “Holy Mother Russia”  ; “It’s never too late for repentance.”  
E-W SPLIT

The Carolingians save Europe from Muslim invaders at the Battle of Tours (Poitea) in 732
Pepin the Short (714-768) comes to power in France around the same time the Pope excommunicates the iconoclast Emperor in the East

Pope Zacharias requests aid to fight the Arian Lombards off and rewards Pepin by annointing him with Holy Oil in 751, who responded by conquering land and donating it to the Pope

The “Land Donation of Pepin” begins the official wielding of the two swords that will last until 1870 when the Papacy is reduced to Vatican City.

The right of the church to receive and rule over land was justified by a document called the “Donation of Constantine” which was proved a forgery in 1440 by Lorenzo Valla

