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3 MEANS OF ATTACK,….
ALL OF THIS OCCURS IN CONTEXT OF INCEASING PERSECUTION,…


WHICH SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE…

Bible verses

IN ADDITION TO THE ISTS AND ISMS,…PERSECUTION

NERO - 

Christus, from whom their name is derived, was executed at the hands of the procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius. Checked for a moment, this pernicious superstition again broke out, not only in Iudaea, the source of the evil, but even in Rome... Accordingly, arrest was first made of those who confessed; then, on their evidence, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much on the charge of arson as because of [their] hatred for the human race. Besides being put to death they were made to serve as objects of amusement; they were clothed in the hides of beasts and torn to death by dogs; others were crucified, others set on fire to serve to illuminate the night when daylight failed. Nero had thrown open his grounds for the display, and was putting on a show in the circus, where he mingled with the people in the dress of charioteer or drove about in his chariot. All this gave rise to a feeling of pity, even towards men whose guilt merited the most exemplary punishment; for it was felt that they were being destroyed not for the public good but to gratify the cruelty of an individual."

ON WHAT BASIS WAS XNTY DESERVING OF THIS?

1.
Political – from a Roman perspective its CHRIST OR CEASAR

“Here’s a group meeting in houses, no allegiance to the Emperor…”



2.
Religious – 

a.
ATHIESM b/c they don’t use idols.

b.
PRAYER - Christians pray w/eyes closed, so they’re not praying to anything. 



3.
Moral charges –




a.
INCEST RUMORED AT “LOVE FEASTS”

They called ea. other brother and sister, etc. Kiss of peace. 




b.
CANNIBALISM





1)
They eat the body and blood of Christ

2)
Some even thought that Christian kill and eat their children. Widespread rumor, not true. 



4.
Social charges – 

b. APPEALS TO LOWER CLASSES AND SLAVES

don’t want a revolt on our hands!



5.
Economic charges –

· Acts 19 – Ephesian idol-makers accused Paul of disrupting their income.

TRAJAN


CORRESPONDENCE w/ PLINY


PLINY

 “How to handle the increase of # in Christians?” b/c Names were being submitted anonymously to him. 

He tested Christians and many of them recanted and offered incense. 
Not a treat: They ate ordinary food. Pagan temples are booming and animal sacrifices are up. How to carry this through? No rule to follow in all circumstances. 

TRAJAN

1. Don’t beat bushes for Christians If someone’s indicted & they don’t recant, punish them. Could be turning in names for grudges? 

YOU SPEAK, YOU’RE DAYS ARE NUMBERED,…

AND SO WE MEET THE FIRST TO STAND UP FOR CHRIST ON MANY LEVELS,….

Ignatius of Antioch


PASTOR


WROTE

How does he respond?


DEFENDS THE FAITH / CHRIST

“But if, as some atheists (that is unbelievers) say, he suffered in appearance only (while they exist in appearance only!) why am I in chains?  And why do I want to fight with wild beasts?  If that is the case, I die for no reason; what is more, I am telling lies about the LORD.” – to the TRALLIANS

“God appeared in human form to bring the newness of eternal life” to the EPHESIANS


DEFINING THE CHURCH



[it’s a Pastoral Concern here!] 




IN THE ABSENCE OF A NEW T.



IN THE PRESENCE OF EMERGING HERESY




TRUST THOSE TRAINED BY THE APOSTLES





Elected /appointed to lead

HOW DID HE DIE?

PLOT TO SAVE HIM 

WROTE:  “I am God’s wheat, and I am being ground by the teeth of wild beasts, that I might prove to be pure bread.”

PREVIOUSLY WROTE: “Christianity is greatest when it is hated by the world.”

SEGUE – first responder,…but more questionable than good, maybe.  SO let me introduce

IRENAEUS OF LYON

INTRODUCE  - 

born in Smyrna,  

studied under POLYCARP 

who was a disciple of the apostle JOHN
SENT to LYON to be an PASTOR/ELDER to immigrants from Asia Minor who went to France

INTRODUCE – MARCION


Gnosticism was seeping in from ROME to LYON

INTRODUCE – MARCUS AURELLIUS
1. a GOOD emperor

2. wrote “MEDITATIONS” [plato meets ‘art of war’]
3. a GOOD ROMAN = antagonistic to XNS

YEAR 177 A.D.


IRENAEUS went to ROME to investigate teachings


MARCUS unleashed horrific persecution along the RHONE river valley (incl. LYON).  
EXAMPLES:

1) packing XNS into small rooms without windows and closing the doors to suffocate them

2) sew them up in fresh animal skins and put them out in the hot sun to asphyxiate

THESE ARE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS!

[tangent – one of my beefs with a literal interpretation of REVELATION is because most literal folks argue these things are only now taking place.  The whisps of hair are really helicopters that John saw.  In other words, REV. was just a dead, useless book up until now.]

IRENAEUS CAME HOME TO BE PASTOR in LYON,  [no ivory tower theologian]


READY TO FIGHT GNOSTICISM AND TAKE  STAND FOR CHRIST,…

TAKES A STAND


AGAINST HERESIES

1.  Intellectual HONESTY 

a. Spent MONTHS and YEARS studying 20 different Gnostic teachers and schools, and finally zeroed in on VALENTINUS’ brand.  

b. If Valentinus’ went down, the rest would too

c. J.  Gresham MACHEN

2. PULLING RANK

a. “SURELY, if there was some “SECRET” teaching JESUS had he would have passed it to JOHN, then to POLYCARP, then to ME!”

3. FIESTY
[see slide]

4. Biblical 

HOW DID HE COUNTER GNOSTICISM?  

ATTACK 1 -  CREATION (which we just mentioned)

ATTACK 2 – CHRIST


He was the first responder,…but there were more,…and persecution was getting worse and worse,…

SETPIMIUS SEVERUS

Decree in 193-211 FORBID CONVERTS TO JUDAISM & XNTY

SIX NEW CONVERTS discovered in CARTHAGE were arrested

1. PERPETUA and her slave FELICITAS (also a xn) among 4 others

2. HALF of her family was PAGAN the other half XN

3. PERPETUA HAD AN INFANT,…

a. Deacons bribed the local jailor to give Perpetua her child to wean while in prison
4. FELICITAS WAS PREGNANT
5. PERPETUA’s  FATHER came over and over 

a. to try and get her to RENOUNCE CHRIST,…

b. not to disgrace the FAMILY 
6. CHILD IN HER ARMS SHE CONFESSED CHRIST AT HER TRIAL
7. CONDEMNED TO DEATH BY WILD ANIMALS

PAGAN MOB DEMANDED THEY (two plus 3 others) BE SCOURGED,…


THEN A BOAR, BEAR, and LEAOPARD set on the MEN


WILD OX SET TO GORE THE WOMEN,,…..

They wounded the women, but did not kill them….


Story goes the gladiators came to kill the women by the sword,…one was so shaken by this whole event that when he came to Perpetua she calmly steadied his sword and guided it to her throat.
Let me read one paragraph of a testimony from a fellow named Bassam.

My father delivered me to the Security Forces and they arrested me and put me in prison for converting out of Islam. I had a very bad time there, as they tortured me to force me to return to Islam. They used electric shocks, beatings, and hanging me from my wrists all night. After few week of this I was put in solitary confinement for almost a year. But I couldn't deny the one that gave me life. Now I am out of jail and I have left my home country as I am still wanted there for apostasy from Islam. I am still walking with Jesus, and I love Him because He loved me first and put Himself on the cross for me. I knew from the very beginning that I was going to have some trouble; didn't He say about Paul "for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." (Acts 9:16)

THE CHURCH OF 100 A.D. IS THE CHURCH of 2006
THE SAME QUESTION MUST BE ASKED OF US AS IT WAS OF THEM,…

HOW STRONG IS OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST? 

WHEN THE GUN IS AT OUR TEMPLE,…WILL WE GO OUT WITH A WORD OF WITNESS, or a word of unfaithfulness.
AND YOU KNOW WHAT?


Roman persecution didn’t exactly accomplish it’s goals.  You see, persecution was supposed to stop the church,…and it wound up doing nothing but spreading it.

TERTULLIAN: “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church”


QUESTION STILL REMAINED,…what to do about not just Roman persecution, but all pagan worldviews.  

HOW best to “do” theology?
TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT

LORD OF THE RINGS

On the one hand:



Christian Author



Christian Themes:




RING – allure and consequences of Sin




FELLOWSHIP – deep brotherhood of Frodo and Sam




SAVIOR – Merlin


“Waling with Frodo”  - tolkein devotional

On the other hand:



Paganism:  magicians, sorcerers!  Merlin as bad as the others!



Heaven: ???



Pipe-smoking Hobbits!

MATRIX:

On the one hand:

SLAVERY TO SIN :  born into a prison you can not taste or see or touch

FEDERAL HEADSHIP:  neo represents Zion & agent smith fallen creatures

NEO:  lays down his life so that others might be saved

Character named TRINITY who “breathes” life into NEO

On the other hand:



GNOSTIC GOSPEL IS NO GOSPEL AT ALL



It’s more Taoist / Buddhist then XN



One character even “frees themself” from the MATRIX,…
EARLY CHURCH WAS WRESTLING WITH HOW EXACTLY TO APPROACH OPPOSITION FROM WITHIN AND FROM WITHOUT,…

PARTICULARLY IN REGARDS TO GREEK PHILOSOPHY

TALE OF TWO CITIES:
CARTHAGE & ALEXANDRIA

TWO APOLOGISTS:

TERTULLIAN & CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

