Know Part 1, by Rev. Joshua M. Knott, 04/22/07

Getting to know people, by asking questions, is alting of every xn & we need to
ratchet up our level of knowledge to be effectiveof the gospel

“Know” in the Scriptures is broader than facts

1% - Knowledge can mean both head & heart, both fact& the experience of those facts:

Genesis 3:4-5 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will sotely die. For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be gy and you will be like Go#&nowing

(¥77) good and evil."

Genesis 3:6-7S0 when the woman saw that the tree was gooadaf, fand that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree whe ttesired to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her hdslbha was with her, and he ate. Then the

eyes of both were opened, and thegw(J ) that they were naked.

2" Knowledge can mean “an intimate experience with™:
Genesis 4:1Now Adamknew(Z7T?) Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain,
saying, "l have gotten a man with the help of t@RD."

Adam “how are you?” Eve “fine, how are you?” 9 rttenlater - “woah, where’d this
kid come from?”

“Know” is only possible through God as creator & to“know” as in understand only
through a relationship with God as redeemer

Creator -
Any & all “knowledge” is only possible because oftte Creator’s design:in a general
“common grace” sense (any knowledge is only possinough the image of God)

Prov. 24:30-34 informal scientific method

Biblical knowledge / “truth” (understanding, experiencing, making sense of facts) is only
possible through a relationship with the Lord of Knowledge through the Spirit of
Knowledge

True“knowledge,” we could say, is seeing things as tinely are through the insight
of the One who made them. It is intimately relateth Biblical “wisdom” (173277) &

understanding/insighti@2 - knowing what talo with the facts).



Knowledge is seeing things as they truly are. inan be defined as “what is really
real.”

this is radical — you are not going to see youewi$ Christ sees her without a relationship
with Christ,..you are not going to be a God-glorifying scientigthout knowing the God
who designed these very things,...you are not gairigetable to make sense of day-to-day
life in a consistent, true [as-in-real] way withd@Litrist.

[science though? Answer the obj.? noutheticntegrationist]

Proverbs 1:7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowle@#2); fools

despise wisdom22M)and instruction.

[not just saving knowledge, but practical every#ad of knowledge
Also - radical impact on trying to use reason &ikcag proofs to impart knowledge!

Gerstner / Sproul / McDowell — technique says “thar of the Lord is the conclusion of
knowledge”]

Proverbs 2:6 For theLORD gives wisdomi{12217); from his mouth come knowledge
(PY=)and understandingg*2);

Proverbs 9:10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdan®@rT), and the
knowledge Q¥7)of the Holy One is insight13*2).

ESVisaiah 11:1-2“There shall come forth a shoot from the stumpesfse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of th®RD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of

wisdom {112217) and understanding1*2), the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge )¥T)and the fear of the LORD.”

[it's all stored up in the Spirit, the Holy Spihis the monopoly on it!]

1 Corinthians 1:23-24 %3 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling bleekews and folly
to Gentiles,?* but to those who are called, both Jews and Greksst the power of God
and the wisdom of God.

Just the facts? Christ was crucified. Everyamekoowthose facts. But most
interpret, see, make sense of, the facts not thr@ag’s eyes, but their own. Until we see
the facts through the eyes of the God who madéattts, we will not see things as they truly
are, we will not “know” them.

So knowledge is broader than just factsTo know God is not just to know facts about him,
but to be in relationship with him. To know onetrer, is not just to know facts about one
another, but to be in relationship with one anather



Knowledge must have its beginning & end in Goé- Else the best we find is the “wisdom
of men” which is “foolishness” in God’s sight. Wieed Jesus to “know” both Him & one
another, as well as the world around us.

??77?

Segue- But what's the motivation for knowing one anathéWVhere does it come from?

For many of us it's a desire to change one andfiragmatism — I’'m going to know my wife

in order to change her,),.

for many of us it's a desire to be liked by someelse (harcissism — | want to know someone
else so they will think I’'m worth knowing) ,...butlant to suggest another motivation, a
motivation, as you might suspect, grounded in J&usst.

Trinitarian Foundation # 1 — Father, Son, & Spirit need one another & know one
another intimately & perfectly.

John 17:20-26° "My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also fioose who will believe in
me through their messag# that all of them may be one, Father, just as yelurame and |
am in you. May they also be in us so that the work believe that you have sent nfél
have given them the glory that you gave me, they thay be one as we are orfé1 in them
and you in me. May they be brought to completeyuaitet the world know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved¥h#=ather, | want those you have given me
to be with me where | am, and to see my glorygllbey you have given me because you
loved me before the creation of the worfd."Righteous Father, though the world does not
know you, | know you, and they know that you hagetsne.?® | have made you known to
them, and will continue to make you known in ortheat the love you have for me may be in
them and that | myself may be in them."

Creation Foundation #2 — We have a built-in need tbe known because we were made
for meaningful relationships with God & one another (Great Commandment)

Motivation #1 — Jesus knows you perfectly Warts & all. For many of us that’s less
comforting & more frightening. Because we knowsmlves & we ain’t pretty.

And yet, Jesus comes to us like to the womaneatv#ll. Saying, “I know exactly
where you are, | know the sins you live in, | knggu've had 5 husbands and you're living
with your boyfriend but unlike this whole villagenlike your 5 previous husbands, | know all
that about you but I’'m not going to run away froouy’

And this is not because we earned or deserved iflesus doesn’t do what we do,
overlookingwarts. He deals with them in full.

The good news for all of us this morning is thatusedied for those very warts you try

and hide from him and others & he clothes youghteousness, and he knows you.

And he does not leave you or forsake you becausagmin Christ & Christ was

forsaken & left once for alfor you



God knows you perfectly. Jesus knows you persfecthe Holy Spirit in you knows
you perfectly. And it's only through Christ thatiy are fully known & at the same time not
forsaken.

Psalm 139:1-40 LORD, you have searched me and known m¥ébu know when I sit
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughamfafar. * You search out my path and
my lying down and are acquainted with all my wa§&ven before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.

Psalm 139:7-10 " Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shdlée from your
presence? If | ascend to heaven, you are there! If | makebmgt in Sheol, you are ther@!

If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in tiéermost parts of the se& even there
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand di@t me.

Matthew 6:7-8 ' "And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrasébe@Gentiles
do, for they think that they will be heard for theiany words.? Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

Philippians 4:19 *° And my God will supply every need of yours accogio his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Why is this so important?
Because as we look at pouring ourselves, our ttmegenergy, into getting to KNOW other
people,...the more you do that the greater your éégibe known. For somebody to care
enough to ask you questions about whaare and howouare doing.

KNOWING other people is so often a one way streend.you’ll eventually give up because
it's not “Rewarding” by which we mean, they dondre as much about me as | do about
them.

And that’s probably true. Let's just expect it.
If Jesus waited for a reciprocal relationship with he wouldn’t approach any of us.

If Jesus relied on anyone other than his heaveailllydf he’d be setting himself up for
disappointment wouldn’t he,...look at how often hisciples failed to listen to Him, how
often they didn't “get” what was going on, they lid‘get” who he was,.these guys are
falling asleep in prayer while the King of Gloryagonizing nearby.

The more you give, the more you pour yourself kritowing others, loving others,
serving other, the more you will have the urgedweéhyour emptiness filled by those around
you
,...but in that moment what we really need i€xercise faith in Christ’s sufficiency

To drink deeply from Jesus Christ, & draw strengjtbonfidence from the fact that even if no
one else ever cares to ask you a question, youkkGoas you & is with you.



Motivation # 2 — Jesus knows what you are going tlough because he went through far
worse, (remember those three categories we referregstavieek found in Romans 8 & Heb
2, bondage to decay, suffering under temptatiod,pemnsecution)

Jesus as the Wonderful Counselor “gets it” Tripgssa

Hebrews 4:14-16* Since then we have a great high priest who hasegasirough
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hdlddasonfession’® For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with ouakreesses, but one who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without ¥ihet us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy anddnade to help in time of need.”

Even if nobody else understands what you are gbirayigh, Jesus does. Even if
nobody else knows what it’s like to be you in titaation you are in, Jesus does. In those
moments when you feel most alone, we are callebide near the throne of grace with
confidence because Jesus walked that path longebedid.

so here’s the logic as it applies to our relatigpshkvith one another because Jesus knows
you, he knows exactly what you need & where you ngéd¢o change & works towards that
end by provoking you with the Spirit through the Ward & other people.

Segue —. We’re in Spring Training so that we mighimore like Christ, right? Here’s where
we begin to discudsow we can follow in the footsteps of the Wonderfulu@selor & point
other people to Christ,...we dwell with them, we Idkiem, and thewe can notheed the
great commission to the best of our ability withpedlly getting to know people.

Let me say it in another way.
Our ultimate goal is disciples of King Jesus (Mt 289-20) & the growth of his kingdom.

We help others get there by pointing people to Jesu
where his fullness intersects with their deficiengy
where his grace intersects with their weaknesses.

To dothat, we needto get to know people lest we jump straight to yakng & lob “truth
grenades [tripp’s term] ” and duck for cover.

We mirror the Wonderful Counselor, when we, in ourlimited knowledge, seek to know
people_beforewe point out where things need to change.

It's Wise & It's Helpful

Silly illustration # 1— you go to the doctor’s afé and he makes eye contact for a minute &

to check me, put that stick down my throat, bonkknges, ask me why I’'m even here, look



me in the eye without asking me any questions hed you're going to write me a
prescription because of some kickback incentivpelagies to any and all medical
professionals I'm sure it's not true — & tell me atts on this piece of paper will fix me

That’s often how we do discipleship. The kickbawtentive could be another soul in
heaven, we know enough about this person to knewdhne a sinner & we apply the Savior
solution (potentially effective impersonal ministryThat can lead to new birth — but disciples
aren't just born, they are grown.

That's often how we do our Bible studies/ smadiugrs. We talk about God but we
never go deeper with one another, we never gatdavleach other so in terms of the
application to people’s lives, we just toss-it-wghat do you think?” or lob truth grenades &
hope it applies to someone in the room. Everytiags on the surface. Everything is
assumed.

But people’s souls are at stake.

People live alternate lives, and we accept the lpbesause we know we're the same.
So we’re content to keep our Bible studies at ¢vell of family night supper — the facts, small
talk.

Keep the questions light, keep the mood cheerfudaactify it by tossing in a few
“God is sovereigns” and we call this “ministry”?

[the class then discussed reasons we do not epgagée deeper than casual conversation, &
that list of objections & impediments is repeatedhe 04/29/07 Sunday school class]

Questions Are ministry:

“When | ask you questions you would never ask gelfiy | am teaching you to view
yourself through biblical lenses...when | do thiant incarnating the Messiah who came to
give sight to blind eyes...perhaps my questions lvélp you begin to see how Scripture
explains your life,...will convict your heart & lea@u to new levels of repentance. Asking
good questions doing the work of change. Through them, we gightsio blind eyes and
understanding to dull minds, we soften hardened$ieancourage flagging souls, and stir
hunger that can only be filled by the truth. Tineg only builds a platform for the work the
Messiah does through usistthat work!”

This frees us up to be creative with our questitmbe Christ-centered with our
guestions. To not worry so much about having answefore we ask good questions.

All quotes are from Paul Tripplastruments in the Redeemer’s Hamdess otherwise noted.
All Scripture references are taken from the EngBtdiindard Version



